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DETAILED ACTION 
Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 102 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

A person shall be entitled to a patent unless - 

(e) the invention was described in (1 ) an application for patent, published under section 1 22(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

(e) the invention was described in a patent granted on an application for patent by another filed in the United 
States before the invention thereof by the applicant for patent, or on an international application by another who 
has fulfilled the requirements of paragraphs (1), (2), and (4) of section 371(c) of this title before the invention 
thereof by the applicant for patent. 

The changes made to 35 U.S.C. 102(e) by the American Inventors Protection Act of 1999 
(AIPA) and the Intellectual Property and High Technology Technical Amendments Act of 2002 
do not apply when the reference is a U.S. patent resulting directly or indirectly from an 
international application filed before November 29, 2000. Therefore, the prior art date of the 
reference is determined under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) prior to the amendment by the AIPA (pre-AIPA 
35 U.S.C. 102(e)). 

2. Claims 1-6, 21-22, 28-33 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by 
Kobayashi (US 6,466,625) as set forth in the previous Office Action dated 09/27/2004 and the 
discussion follows. 

Re claims 1-6 and 21-22, Kobayashi discloses all claimed limitations as set forth in the 
previous Office Action dated 09/27/2004. Moreover, Kobayashi discloses the pre-filter control 
information storage circuit 26, fed with the block address mb current of the current small block 
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and the motion vector MV of the current small block, reads out the filter coefficient k_ref (2) and 
k_ref (3), as parameters for specifying the pass-band limitations of the low-pass pre- filters used 
in the small blocks of the future reference picture and the past reference picture, referred to in the 
inter-frame prediction of the current small block, and the filter coefficient kjef (4) as a 
parameter specifying the pass-band limitations of the low-pass pre-filter used by the small block 
at the same spatial position as the temporally neighboring picture, to send the read-out filter 
coefficients to a interpolation circuit (48 of fig. 17) so Kobayashi clearly anticipates converting a 
picture data format based on coding difficulty information using at least temporal conversion 
(col. 14, lines 57-62, e.g. temporally/spatially different low-pass band can be produced by low- 
pass filter, indicating the temporal conversion is used). 

Re claims 28-31, Kobayashi further discloses wherein said converting includes 
converting the picture data format based on coding difficulty information using both said 
temporal conversion and spatial conversion (col 15, lines 58-64, e.g. pre-filtering characteristics 
of the small block under current encoding are set by interpolation based on the pre-filtering 
control information of the small blocks in the same spatial positions of the temporally previous 
and temporally succeeding p-pictures, both spatial conversion and temporal conversion are 
used). 

Re claims 32-33, Kobayashi discloses a method for coding a picture, comprising: 
determining coding difficulty information from input source picture data (46 of fig. 17); 
converting a picture format of the source picture data (23 of fig. 17); encoding picture data 
converted by the picture conversion unit (24 of fig. 17); and controlling the converting of the 
picture format based on the coding difficulty information using at temporal conversion (26, 28, 
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and 48 of fig. 17, e.g. there will be produced small blocks having temporally/spatially different 
low-pass bands ); controlling the encoding based on conversion information determined from 
said converting (48 of fig. 17). 

Response to Arguments 
3. Applicant's arguments filed 12/08/2004 have been fully considered but they are not 
persuasive. 

The applicant argued that Kobayashi makes completely no mention of using temporal 
conversion as claimed, page 5 and 6 of the remarks. 

The examiner strongly disagrees with that applicant. It is submitted that Kobayashi 
teaches the moving picture encoding circuit according to a third embodiment of the present 
invention, shown in FIG. 17, is so constructed that, in determining the filtering characteristics for 
pre-filtering the moving picture signals, subjected to inter-frame predictive encoding, the frame 
of the input moving picture signal S30 being encoded is split into plural small blocks, each made 
up of at least one pixel, the picture being encoded is checked as to whether or not it is a picture 
of filtering characteristics or a non-filtering characteristics and not only the pre-filtering 
information of the current small block but also the pre-filtering control information used in the 
small block referred to in the inter-frame prediction and the pre-filtering control information 
used in the small block at the spatially same position of the temporally neighboring picture are 
simultaneously taken into consideration. This means the temporal conversion used for the spatial 
conversion (ST 44 of fig. 20 and ST64 of fig. 22). In view of the discussion above, Kobayashi 

ri 

clearly anticipates the claimed invention. 
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Conclusion 

4. THIS ACTION IS MADE FINAL. Applicant is reminded of the extension of time 
policy as set forth in 37 CFR 1.136(a). 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this final action is set to expire THREE 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this action. In the event a first reply is filed within TWO 
MONTHS of the mailing date of this final action and the advisory action is not mailed until after 
the end of the THREE-MONTH shortened statutory period, then the shortened statutory period 
will expire on the date the advisory action is mailed, and any extension fee pursuant to 37 
CFR 1.136(a) will be calculated from the mailing date of the advisory action. In no event, 
however, will the statutory period for reply expire later than SIX MONTHS from the mailing 
date of this final action. 

Contact Information 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tung Vo whose telephone number is 571-272-7340. The 
examiner can normally be reached on Monday-Friday. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Chris. Kelley can be reached on 571-272-7331. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 




Tung Vo 
Primary Examiner 
Art Unit 2613 



